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Commission proposes flexibility to help manufacturers comply with 2025
CO2 emission targets for new cars and vans

Brussels, 1 April 2025

Today, the European Commission proposed a targeted amendment to the Regulation setting
CO2 emission performance standards for new cars and vans . The amendment introduces a
flexibility measure with their CO2 targets between 2025 and 2027.

This proposal was announced as part of the Commission's Industrial Action Plan for the European
automotive sector, adopted on 5 March 2025. This followed the Strategic Dialogue on the Future of
the Automotive Industry launched by President von der Leyen on 30 January 2025 and involving an
open public consultation and multiple discussions and engagement with industry leaders, social
partners and stakeholders to address the most pressing challenges facing the sector.

President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, said: “Our highly innovative
automotive industry is decarbonising to contribute to the fight against climate change, but also to
maintain its competitive edge on the world markets. With today's initiative, we grant more flexibility
to this key sector, and at the same time we stay the course of our climate goals. Together, we want
to prove that decarbonisation and competitiveness can go hand in hand.”

The proposed flexibility measure allows manufacturers' compliance with the CO2 targets for 2025,
2026 and 2027 to be assessed over the entire three-year period averaging their performance, rather
than annually. This approach allows manufacturers to balance any excessive annual emissions by
outperforming the target in the remaining year(s).

This additional flexibility will help safeguard the industry's capacity to invest in the clean
transition, while maintaining the 2025 target and keeping the industry on track for the next
round of emissions reductions. The EU wide targets intend to make the EU's transport system more
sustainable and put road transport on a firm path to zero-emission mobility in 2050.

The Commission calls on the co-legislators to reach an agreement on this amendment without
delay to ensure predictability and certainty for the automotive industry and investors.
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"Our highly innovative automotive industry is decarbonising to contribute to the fight against climate change, but also to maintain
its competitive edge on the world markets. With today’s initiative, we grant more flexibility to this key sector, and at the same time
we stay the course of our climate goals. Together, we want to prove that decarbonisation and competitiveness can go hand in
hand."
Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission - 01/04/2025

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/c7fd3f4d-be78-4f82-a73a-e4a2ff9c0cf3_en?filename=policy_amendment_co2standards_flexibility.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32023R0851
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_635
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/dialogue-future-automotive-industry_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/c7fd3f4d-be78-4f82-a73a-e4a2ff9c0cf3_en?filename=policy_amendment_co2standards_flexibility.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32023R0851
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_635
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/document/download/89b3143e-09b6-4ae6-a826-932b90ed0816_en?filename=Communication%20-%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/transport/road-transport-reducing-co2-emissions-vehicles/co2-emission-performance-standards-cars-and-vans_en


"Since the launch of the Automotive Strategic Dialogue at the end of January, we have worked closely with the industry on the
road to the sector’s clean transition. Today’s additional compliance flexibility shows that we have listened, understood the
concerns, and are taking action to address them, while maintaining our zero-emission targets. Predictability in the sector is crucial
for long-term investments."
Wopke Hoekstra, Commissioner for Climate, Net Zero and Clean Growth - 01/04/2025

"Europe is committed to supporting the automotive sector in its transition and today’s compliance flexibility will help ensure the
industry can invest, while keeping the overall ambition of the CO2 emission targets. We will continue to work closely together with
the industry on the Action Plan presented last month, to keep Europe’s carmakers, suppliers and related service sectors
innovative, competitive, and firmly anchored in Europe."
Apostolos Tzitzikostas, Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and Tourism - 01/04/2025
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