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Clarios Expands Recycling Footprint in Europe with Acquisition of
Ecobat Facilities

HANOVER, GERMANY, May 4, 2026 — Clarios, a global leader in advanced energy
storage solutions, has completed the acquisition of three battery recycling centers from
Ecobat in Germany and Austria, significantly expanding its recycling footprint in Europe
and strengthening its closed-loop battery supply chain.

With all regulatory approvals now finalized, Clarios is integrating recycling operations in
Freiberg and Braubach, Germany, and Arnoldstein, Austria, reinforcing its role as a key
enabler of the circular economy and supporting Europe’s ambition for more sustainable
and resilient industrial value chains.

The additional facilities substantially increase Clarios’ ability to recover critical
materials, including lead and polypropylene, and reuse them in the production of

new low-voltage batteries. This strengthens supply security while reducing reliance on
primary raw materials and lowering the environmental footprint across the battery
lifecycle.

“This acquisition is a strategic step forward for Clarios in Europe,” said Werner Benade,
President at Clarios EMEA. “By expanding our recycling and material recovery
capabilities, we are building a more resilient and sustainable supply chain that supports
upcoming EU battery regulations and delivers real environmental benefits for customers
and communities alike.”

Recycled lead is cast into ingots and packaged for transport.



Supporting EU Circular Economy and Upcoming Vehicle & Battery Regulations
The integration brings several strategic advantages:

¢ Expanded Lead Recycling Capacity: Enabling closed-loop recovery of materials
from end-of-life batteries at greater scale.

¢ Polypropylene Recycling and Compounding: Establishing Clarios’
first in-house polypropylene compounding capability, aligned with EU
requirements for recycled plastic content in automotive applications.

e Stronger European Supply Chain Resilience: Enhancing regional recycling and
material processing capabilities to meet growing demand for sustainable battery
solutions.

With the expanded recycling network, Clarios advances its commitment to a fully
integrated, closed-loop business model - helping ensure that millions of vehicles across
Europe are powered by batteries made with responsibly sourced and recycled
materials.

About Clarios

Clarios is the global leader in advanced, low-voltage battery technologies for mobility
and owner of the brand VARTA in the automotive sector. Our batteries and smart
solutions power nearly every type of vehicle and are found in 1 of 3 cars on the road
today. With around 18,000 employees in over 100 countries, we bring deep expertise to
our Aftermarket and OEM partners, and reliability, safety and comfort to everyday lives.
We answer to the planet with a rigorous sustainability focus — advancing best-in-class
sustainability practices and advocating for them across our industry. We work to ensure

100% of our products sold are recyclable, and we recycle 8,000 batteries an hour in our
network.



